REMARKS 

Reconsideration and further prosecution of the above-identified application are 
respectfully requested in view of the discussion that follows. Claims 68-70 are pending in this 
application. Claims 68-70 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0018355 to Johnson et al. ("Johnson") in view of U.S. Pub. No. 
2003/0003681 to Xu et al. ("Xu") After a careful review of the claims as amended, it is believed 
that the pending claims are in allowable form and a Notice of Allowance is respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 68-70 have been rejected as being obvious over Johnson in view of Xu. Johnson 
is direct to a vertically stacked field programmable memory, and Xu concerns a method of 
forming intersecting trenches in a substrate with retrograde sidewalls. The Office Action states 
that Johnson does not disclose the claimed pillar sidewall having a slightly positive slope, or the 
first and second pillars free from stringers but that Xu discloses both features. However, Xu 
discloses a method of forming cells using intersecting trenches formed into a substrate. This 
process is not suitable for forming the multilayer 3-D memory as claimed having a first plane of 
memory cells and a second plane of memory cells. Thus, Xu does not suggest its use by one of 
ordinary skill for the claimed 3-D memory, and therefore its combination with Johnson is 
improper. Further, even if combined, Xu does not teach the use of slightly positive sloped pillars 
free of stringers. In fact, Xu teaches away from the claimed invention, teaching the use of 
retrograde sides (i.e. negative slope) to the cells to reduce stringers (Para. 0037, "As noted above, 
the retrograde profile of trenches 170 inhibits the possibility of stringers formed between device 
cells" and para 0006, "with pro-grade trench sidewalls, the possibility of stringers of conductive, 
or partially material exists between devices"). This teaching to use a retrograde or negative slope 
cell (i.e. wider at the top, see Para 0032) to inhibit strings is the opposite of the positive slope 
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pillars (wider at the bottom) free of stringers called for by the claim. Thus, the combination of 
Johnson and Xu fails to teach this feature of claim 68, and in fact Xu teaches away from the 
claimed invention. Accordingly, applicants submit that independent claim 68 distinguishes over 
any combination of the cited references, as do dependent claims 69 and 70 which depend from 
allowable claim 68. 

As discussed above, claims 68-70 are not anticipated or rendered obvious by any 
combination of the cited references. Therefore, allowance of all pending claims 68-70 is 
believed to be in order and such action is respectfully requested. Should the Examiner be of the 
opinion that a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of the subject application, he is 
respectfully requested to telephone applicant's undersigned attorney. 



Dated: December 29, 2006 
WELSH & KATZ, LTD 

120 South Riverside Plaza, 22 nd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 655-1500 Telephone 
(312) 655-1501 Facsimile 



Respectfully submitted, 
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